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ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 
 
2011 – Present Rutgers University, Camden, NJ,  

Assistant Professor 
Department of Political Science and  
Department of Public Policy and Administration 

 
 
EDUCATION 
 
2011   University of Colorado, Boulder 

Ph.D. in Political Science 
Concentration in Comparative Politics and Public Policy 

 
2003   The American University 

M.A. in International Development 
Concentration in Policy and Management 

 
1999   Georgetown University 

B.A., Major in Comparative Government, minor in Women’s Studies.  
 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
 

Books: 

 
Civil Society and Participatory Governance: Municipal Councils and Social Housing Programs 
in Brazil, 2013. Routledge Press. 
 
Peer Reviewed Articles: 
 
“Do Participatory Governance Institutions Matter? An Analysis of Municipal Councils and 
Social Housing Programs in Brazil.” Journal of Comparative Politics, 44, (October 2011). 
 
“The Electoral Consequences of Direct Political Action: Evidence from Brazil,” with David S. 
Brown and J. Christopher Brown, Journal of Latin American Politics and Society. (Winter 
2011/12). 
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Works in Progress: 
 
Making Urban Development Work for the Poor: Governance and Dislocation in Brazil, the 
United States, and South Africa, manuscript to be submitted 2014.  
 
“Confronting Dislocations: Civil Society Impact on Urban Policy in Brazil” 
 
“Does Governance Matter for the Urban Poor? A Global Analysis with Evidence from Brazil” 
 
“Megaevent Development in Rio de Janeiro: Assessing the Efficacy of Civil Society Strategies 
to Avoid Dislocations of Residents” 
 
“Homeownership and Economic Mobility: Convergence and Divergence in the United States 
and Brazil.” 
 
Invited Book Reviews: 
 
Review of Bootstrapping Democracy: Transforming Local Governance and Civil Society in 
Brazil by G. Baiocchi, P. Heller and M. Silva, Journal of Latin American Politics and Society, 
Forthcoming 2012. 
 
Review of Land, Protest, and Politics: The Landless Movement and the Struggle for Agrarian 
Reform in Brazil, by Gabriel Ondetti, Comparative Political Studies, 42 (June 2009): 847-50. 
 
Review of Making Law Matter: Environmental Protection and Legal Institutions in Brazil, by 
Lesley K. McAllister, Governance, 22 (October 2009): 752-54. 
 
 
HONORS AND AWARDS (selected) 
 
International Collaborative Research Grant, 2012, Awarded by Rutgers University for a 
research project entitled “Health in Vespasiano: Evaluating Environmental, Social, and 
Institutional Effects on Health Outcomes,” to be carried out with colleagues from Rutgers 
and the Federal University of Minas Gerais, Brazil. 
 
Faculty Research Grant, 2011, Awarded by Rutgers University for a research project 
entitled “Confronting Dislocations: The Impact of Civil Society on Urban Policy” 
 
Dissertation Completion Fellowship, 2010, Awarded by the University of Colorado Graduate 
School to provide funding towards completing the dissertation in Fall 2010.  
 
NSEP David L. Boren Fellowship, 2008-2009. Funding for Portuguese language instruction 
and dissertation research in Brazil. 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE (selected) 
 
Graduate Part-Time Instructor, University of Colorado, Boulder, CO, January 2009 – May 2011.  
 



Teaching Assistant, University of Colorado, Boulder, CO, August 2005 – December 2009.  
 
Program Manager, Center for Institutional Reform and the Informal Sector at the University of 
Maryland, College Park, November 2003 – July 2005.  
 
Consultant, The Catalyst Consortium, Washington, DC, April – November 2003.  
 
Institution and Capacity-Building Specialist, Land O’Lakes Inc., Farmer-to-Farmer Program 
funded by USAID, Mexico, June – August 2002.  
 
 
ACADEMIC SERVICE 
 
Learning Abroad Committee, Representative for the Faculty of the College of Arts and 
Science, Rutgers University, Camden. October 2012 – present.  
 
Lecturer in the Latin American Studies Program at Rutgers University, Camden, 2011-
present. 
 
 
CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS (selected) 
 
Urban Affairs Annual Conference, San Francisco, CA (April 2013), “Mega-Event 
Development in Rio de Janeiro: The Impact of Community Mobilization on Dislocations of 
Residents.” 
 
Midwest Political Science Association Annual Conference, Chicago, IL (April 2012), “Does 
Welfare Provision Strengthen Democracy? Assessing the Effect of Brazil’s Bolsa Familia 
Program on Democratic Support and Satisfaction.” 
 
Latin American Studies Association Annual Congress, Toronto, Canada (October 2010), 
“The Creation Effect: Evaluating Commitment in Brazil’s Participatory Housing Councils.” 
 
Midwest Political Science Association Annual Conference, Chicago, Illinois (April 2011), 
“Pathways to Participatory Governance: Policy-Making in Brazil’s Municipal Housing 
Councils.” 
 
Latin American Studies Association Annual Congress, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil (June 2009), 
“Seats at the Table: Civil Society and Participatory Governance in Brazilian Housing Policy.”  
 
American Political Science Association Annual Conference, Boston, MA (August 2008), “The 
Impact of Direct Action on Electoral Outcomes: Evidence from Brazil and the Movimento 
dos Trabalhadores Rurais Sem Terra (MST).” 
 
SKILLS 
Methods: Trained in quantitative (econometric) and qualitative (interviewing, participant 
observation) analysis.  
Languages: Advanced Portuguese and Spanish. 


